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Provides a central access point for 
quantitative social science / public 
health data produced in Ireland; for 
research purposes 
 
Ensures wider access to datasets 
 
Facilitates secondary analysis 
 
Facilitates the wider acquisition of 
data analysis skills – teaching as well 
as research use 

Founded in 2000 as a joint 
initiative of University College 
Dublin and the Economic and 
Social Research Institute, with 
the support of the Central 
Statistics Office 

 
Housed in UCD; originally in the 
Geary Institute; July 2012 moved 
to UCD Library 

 

 
 

 

 

Background Objectives  

Irish Social Science Data Archive 



Quantitative Data held by ISSDA 

 Quantitative 

 Expresses data 
statistically or numerically 

 Examples 

 The number of people 
who commit crimes each 
year 

 30 per cent of voters 
regularly vote Fine Gael 

 The rate of suicide p.a. is 
one in every thousand 

 Microdata 
 

 Data on individuals, households, 
business enterprises, discreet activities 
, etc. 

 Via surveys, observation, 
administrative records 

 Often aggregated to give larger 
picture 

 Produced by state agencies, polling 
agencies, organisations, researchers 

 Includes government studies: 
household surveys (e.g. Household 
Budget Survey), cohort studies, 
longitudinal studies (e.g. GUI, TILDA) 

 Otherwise mostly one-off studies, or in 
waves 

 Individual distribution (e.g. official 
website), by publication, and/or data 
archive such as ISSDA 

 



Qualitative Data 

 Data that are not 
numerical e.g. 

 Fieldnotes 

 Interviews 

 Focus Groups 

 Open-ended questions in 
surveys 

 Diaries 

 Direct observations 

 Film / audio / 
photographs 

 

 Captures the quality of 
people’s behaviour. 
Qualitative data says 
something about the way 
people experience the social 
world and can be used to 
understand the meanings 
people give to behaviour 

 Examples 
 Boyle (1977) studied the 

behaviour of a juvenile gang 
from the viewpoint of its 
members 

 Goffman (1968) tried to 
understand the experiences 
of patients in an American 
mental institution  

 



Data Repositories / Archives 
 Acquire datasets from producers 

 Maintain and build relationships with key data providers 
 Increasingly research grants are awarded on condition that data are 

deposited with an appropriate archive – part of the changing landscape 
that is “Open Access”  

 Anonymised 

 Make datasets available to users 
 Promoting ISSDA and specific datasets 

 Presentations, webpages, twitter 

 Supporting users – application process, queries, referrals to data 
providers 

 Preserve datasets for future use 

 

 
ISSDA = CONTENT, SERVICE AND PRESERVATION 



Data 
Primary data  

 Dataset collected by 
researcher for the specific 
purpose or analysis under 
consideration 

 Research design and data 
collection processes are 
known 

 Data collected to answer 
specific questions 

Secondary data 

 Dataset collected by 
someone else for some 
other purpose 

 Researcher using 
secondary data for analysis 
purposes did not 
participate in research 
design or data collection 
process 

 Data not collected to 
answer specific research 
questions 



Secondary Data Analysis : 
Advantages 

 Use of existing data (e.g. from surveys and censuses) 
to test new ideas 

 Cost effective 

 Time saving 

 Can spend bulk of time analysing data 

 Breadth of data available 

 Many surveys available even in an Irish context 

 

 



Secondary Data Analysis : 
Disadvantages 

 Data not collected to answer your specific research 
questions 
 Therefore particular information you would like to have may 

not have been collected 

 May not have been collected in the geographic region you 
want to study 

 Or in the years you would have chosen 

 Or on the specific population that is the focus of your interest 

 Variables may have been defined or categorised differently 
than you would have chosen e.g. Race only as White / Other 
(rather than specific ethnicity) 

 

 

 



Secondary Data Analysis : 
Disadvantages 

 Data collection process: may not be known how it was 
done or how well it was done 

 How seriously might the data be affected by a low 
response rate? 

 For both of the above check the methodological 
report 

 Anonymisation of data may be quite extensive 

 Check out the documentation of the data collection 
procedures, data cleaning procedures and other 
technical information 

 



Locating Secondary Data 

 Start with your 
research question 
and then seek the 
data? 

 Check out the 
available secondary 
datasets and then 
formulate a research 
question? 

 Example: 

 How does the 
experience of 
racism affect an 
individual’s health? 

 

 Specify the population e.g. Children, adults, what 
ethnicities? National sample or restricted to a 
particular area? 

 What variables? E.g. Race, age, gender, income, 
educational level 

 What kind of data? E.g. Best addressed through a 
national survey, examination of hospital claims 
records, etc. 

 Create a list of possible datasets that include 
information related to your research 
question...interactive process, may have to revise 
either your question or your data requirements 
depending on the data available to you 

 Once dataset chosen examine the variables 
(what data might be missing); read 
documentation on data collection process, data 
cleaning procedures etc. 

 



www.ucd.ie/issda  

 

http://www.ucd.ie/issda




Datasets 
 ISSDA main sources of data 

 CSO 
 ESRI 
 Major research projects 
 Commission for Energy Regulation 

 
 CSO 

 Household Budget Survey 
 Quarterly National Household Survey 
 EU-SILC (Survey of Income & Living 

Conditions) 
 National Travel Survey 

 
 ESRI 

 Growing Up in Ireland (GUI) 
 National Survey on Contraception 

and Pregnancy 
 National Survey of Housing Quality 

 Major research projects 
 The All-Ireland Traveller Health 

Study 

 Children’s Sport Participation and 
Physical Activity 

 Survey on Lifestyle And Nutrition 
(SLáN) 

 The Irish Longitudinal Study on 
Aging (TILDA) 

 Doodle Den: Evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the Childhood 
Development Initiative’s Doodle 
Den Literacy Programme, 2008-2011 

 Etc. 
 

 
 Commission for Energy 

Regulation  
 Smart Metering Project data (gas 

and electricity) 



From Survey to Dataset 

 Dataset: is the collective of all the questions that were asked in a survey 
and all the answers provided by all the respondents.  

 

 Variable Name: survey questions are translated into variables and given a 
short name that is generally loosely based on the phrasing of the question. 
All the possible answers to each of the questions are allocated a numerical 
code.  

 

 Variable Label: provides a more detailed description of the question than 
the Variable Name, as it can contain many more characters. 

 

 Codebook/Data Dictionary: in order to be able to translate between the 
codes and the answers, a codebook is created. The codebook lists all the 
survey questions with the appropriate variable names and for each 
question it provides the different answer possibilities and the codes that 
were dedicated to each answer.  Codes used to indicate non-response and 
missing data are also included. A data dictionary is a form of machine-
readable codebook . 

 



Depositing Studies to ISSDA 

• Dataset 
• Can accept most formats – SPSS, SAS, Stata, CSV, etc. 

 

• Documentation 
• Questionnaires / codebooks (in-depth explanation of 

questionnaire, plus summary statistics) 
• Technical information – weights, sampling, constructed 

variables, regional variables 

 

• Anonymisation 
• Data providers remove direct identifier variables – names, 

addresses 
• Data providers may need to recode or combine variables in 

cases of small numbers (e.g. ages) 
 



Deposit Data Tab 



Depositing Studies to ISSDA 

 
  
  

Please give information about the response rate.   
Give the number of valid observations in the database and the non-response (at 
each stage).   
A flow-chart diagram would be useful here: 



 Prior to deposit to ISSDA all data studies are checked 
by CSTAR and a report submitted on: 

 General observations 

 Suitability for deposit to ISSDA (e.g. data quality, 
anonymisation, provision of contextual / descriptive 
information for users) 

 Specific actions to address the above, where necessary 

 
CSTAR: Centre for Support and 

Training in Analysis and Research 
www.cstar.ie  

http://www.cstar.ie/


Growing Up in Ireland 

 



GUI Summary Guide 

 Background to the study 

 Sample design (for each cohort) 

 Instrument development (design and piloting) 

 Fieldwork and implementation (how it was carried out) 

 Structure and content of the data files (e.g. main 
respondent, variable names, scaled measures used) 

 Ethical considerations 



GUI Questionnaires 

 



GUI Data Dictionary (Codebook) 

 Provides information on every variable in the 
dataset, including: 

 Label 

 Type of variable 

 Measurement level 

 Valid values 
 



 



GUI: Variable Naming Conventions and 
Longitudinal Data Dictionary for Waves 1 & 2 of 

the Infant Cohort 

 



Growing up in Ireland – 3 yr olds  
(Wave 2 of Infant Cohort) 

 



 



In the News… 

www.irishtimes.com/news/health/better-off-women-more-likely-to-drink-alcohol-in-
pregnancy-1.2066232  
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Selecting a Dataset 

 Increasing amount of 
information on 
webpage: 

 Doodle Den: 
http://www.ucd.ie/issda
/data/doodleden/  

http://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/doodleden/
http://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/doodleden/
http://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/doodleden/


Accessing Datasets 
 Application forms and end-user licenses available on website 

 Received by post or as scan to ISSDA 

 Details checked 

 Dataset supplied by secure email (HEAnet’s FileSender) 

 



Queries 

 General information on how to access data 

 

 “In the verbal fluency task, data is presented that 
indicates how many animals were named in one minute. I 
wonder if data is available which gives a breakdown of 
the actual animals recalled, in what order and what 
timeframe within the one minute” (TILDA) 

 “Please can I access the following variables relating to 
measured BMI…” (SLAN) 

 “When will the second round of the child cohort data be 
made available?” (GUI) 
 
 
 



FAQs: General 



FAQs: GUI 



ISSDA’s Users  

 Researchers working on academic, non-profit, and consultancy 
projects 
 Masters, PhDs, Postdocs, academics 

 

 Undergraduates (e.g. economics, psychology, sociology) 

 

 Academics for teaching purposes 

 

 Government departments/agencies 
 

 International demand for Irish data 
 UK, USA and other EU countries 

 

 Discipline areas – wide 
 Social sciences, business/commerce, psychology, public health, 

engineering, agriculture, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Selection of Projects 

 Examination of the impact of working arrangements on family life in Ireland  

 Exploration of rural ageing in Ireland today. The focus will be on the social, 
health and economic lives of older adults living in different kinds of rural 
settings and where appropriate different kinds of residential environments. 

 Research on the social stratification of early childhood care and education  

 Data will be used to examine the relationship between social advantage and 
involvement in sport and physical activity amongst disadvantaged groups in 
Ireland  

 The data is to be used for the analysis of market trends and familial change 
before and during the economic crisis  

 I intend to use the GUI data to analyse children's attitudes to Irish language 
learning in order to contextualise my PhD study which aims to develop a new 
approach to teaching the Irish language.  



 We want to analyse how household spending responds to actual and 
anticipated labour market and income shocks. This involves 
constructing a pseudo panel dataset from the various SILC waves to 
analyse how similar households respond to shocks over time.  

 

 I plan to use the HBS data along with price indices from the CSO to 
calculate a set of inflation rates for different subsets of the population 
and to carry out inequality analysis also. The end date of the project 
would be 2016 

 

 QNHS data will be used for (a) research project on personal mobility 
and the economic crisis (funded by internal TCD funds) and (b) 
changing employment and migration since 2006 (continuation with 
internal TCD funds of project funded 2013-14 by the Irish Research 
Council) 

Selection of Projects 



 

Teaching Use 



 Data visualisation services increasingly being provided 
by data archives / services 

 Healthwell, CSO, UK Data Service 

 

 Open source data visualisation tools 

 http://selection.datavisualization.ch/ 

 http://libguides.ucd.ie/software 

 

Visualising Data 

http://selection.datavisualization.ch/
http://selection.datavisualization.ch/
http://libguides.ucd.ie/software


Palladio: networks and links 
http://palladio.designhumanities.org/  

http://palladio.designhumanities.org/
http://palladio.designhumanities.org/


OTHER ARCHIVES, PORTALS 
AND SOURCES 



Irish Qualitative Data Archive: 
www.iqda.ie  

 

http://www.iqda.ie/


Central Statistics Office 
 CSO: www.cso.ie 

 Statbank: 
http://www.cso.ie/px/px
eirestat/statire/SelectTab
le/Omrade0.asp?Plangua
ge=0 # 

 

 Statbank tutorial: 
http://www.cso.ie/en/ne
wsandevents/youtubevi
deos/statbanktutorial/  
 

 

http://www.cso.ie/
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Data.gov.ie  

 



Additional Irish Sources 

 Ageing in Ireland www.agestats.ie/ 

 

 Public health www.thehealthwell.info/  

 

 Health www.hiqa.ie/healthcare/health-
information/data-collections/online-catalogue 

 

 Children www.dcya.gov.ie/inventory-of-data-
sources-on-childrens-lives/   
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UK Data Archive 
www.data-archive.ac.uk/  

 

 Users from outside the UK can register and access 
most data in the UK Data Service’s Data Catalogue 

 To register, a username and password are required 

 Due to the data redistribution licence agreements 
with dataset providers/service funders, registration 
will not permit non-UK users access to a small number 
of datasets 

 

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/Lucene/Search.aspx


Council of European Social Science Data 
Archives  

www.cessda.org  
  An umbrella organisation for social science data archives 

across Europe.  

 

 The CESSDA Catalogue enables users to locate datasets, as 
well as questions or variables within datasets, stored at 
archives throughout Europe.  

 

 Data collections include sociological surveys, election studies, 
longitudinal studies, opinion polls, and census data from the 
European Social Survey, the Eurobarometers, and the 
International Social Survey Programme among others 

http://www.cessda.org/
http://www.cessda.org/accessing/catalogue/index.html


CESSDA Keyword Search on Age 
Discrimination 



Inter-university Consortium for 
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) 

• World’s largest archive of digital social science data  

- www.icpsr.umich.edu/ 

 

 ISSDA subscribes for all RoI Universities 

 

 Create a MyData account to be able to download data 
as an ICPSR member  

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/


Search Examples 

 By topic e.g. income health china 

 

 By variable e.g. read newspapers, political party, 
volunteer ; body mass, difficulty walking 

 

 By specific research question (using natural 
language) e.g. Does health insurance change the use 
of medical services? Or broken down by concept 
e.g. income health china 

 

 By specific dataset e.g. "World Values Survey" 

 



Variable Search Example 



Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, 
International (IPUMS): 

https://international.ipums.org/international/  

 
 IPUMS-International is a project dedicated to 

collecting and distributing census data from around 
the world. Its goals are to: 

 Collect and preserve data and documentation 

 Harmonise data 

 Disseminate the data absolutely free! 

 

 Ireland (C.S.O.) has contributed 9 census samples 

 2011, 2006, 2002, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1979 and 1971 

 

 

https://international.ipums.org/international/
https://international.ipums.org/international/


Popular Variables 



Data Harmonisation 

Marital Status: IPUMS-International 

Bangladesh 2011 

1 = Unmarried 

2 = Married 

3 = Widowed 

4 = Divorced/separated 

Mexico 1970 

1 = Married, civil & relig 

2 = Married, civil 

3 = Married, religious 

4 = Consensual union 

5 = Widowed 

6 = Divorced 

7 = Separated 

8 = Single 

Kenya 1999 

1 = Never married 

2 = Monogamous 

3 = Polygamous 

4 = Widowed 

5 = Divorced 

6 = Separated 



 Occupational Segregation of Afro-Latinos  

 Cross-National Comparison of Internal Migration Age 

Profiles 

 Changing Household Patterns of Young Couples in 

Low- and Middle-Income Countries 

 Malaria Eradication in the Americas: A Retrospective 

Analysis of Childhood Exposure 

 Local Economic Conditions and Participation in the 

Rwandan Genocide 

Recent papers using IPUMS-I data 

 



 WHO:http://www.who.int/gho/database/en/ 

 

 World Bank: http://data.worldbank.org/ 

 

 http://www.ucd.ie/issda/help/otherdataarchives/  

International Data Providers 

http://www.who.int/gho/database/en/
http://data.worldbank.org/
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Zanran: 
www.zanran.com  

http://www.zanran.com/


Using Google to Locate Data 

 children ireland dataset OR "data archive" OR "data 
portal“ 

 

 Gender dataset OR "data archive" OR "data portal“ 

 

 migration dataset OR "data archive" OR "data portal" 

 

 



Contact Details 

ISSDA: www.issda.ie 

Email: issda@ucd.ie 

Julia Barrett, Research Services 

Manager, UCD Library 

Julia.barrett@ucd.ie  

Guide: http://libguides.ucd.ie/data  
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